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feeble to conduct a war properly, was too obstinate to scots
yield.   Through his reign the war went on.   It was now e
the turn of the Scots.    Bruce led his armies over the
border, and pillaged the north of England.    Edward
could do little to check him.   Indeed he could not keep
his own barons in order;  it was vain for him to hope to
subdue the Scots.

Tired of him and his favourites, the English barons
rebelled; Parliament declared him deposed, and Edward
III was put on the throne. He began to make war against m'l327"
the Scots with vigour, but he could gain no advantage
over the invading Scottish army. He encamped opposite it,
but its position was so strong that he dared not attack, and
he himself was nearly slain. James Douglas led a night
raid into the English camp, and actually got as far as the
royal tent before he was driven back. Then the Scots
retreated in the night, leaving their camp-fires burning,
so that the English did not perceive their going, and
Edward was left with no enemy to fight.

He saw that it was useless to go on. In 1328, by the
Treaty of Northampton, in which Bruce was recognized Treaty of
as lawful King of Scotland, and the King of England amSon,
gave up all his claims, peace was made between the two
nations.

Robert the Bruce's reign ended in 1329. For Scotland it
was a memorable reign. Before its close he had obtained
a mastery of all his foes at home and abroad. He had
established the alliance between Scotland and France
which was to lead to so much. He had secured from the
Pope not only the removal of the sentence of excom-
munication, but the privilege for his successors of being
anointed at their coronation, like the Kings of England
and France. He had freed Scotland from the foreign in-
vader. He had united it as it had never been united
before. All alike were ready to obey him. The barons,